Wagner, Cont.

Gesamtkunstwerk - (means, “Total Art Work™)

Wagner believed that everything in his opera productions should be able to represent

itself as a piece of art in itself, simultaneously working equally with the other aspects of

the work to create a unified whole. For example, the libretto should be of high enough
- quality to be read as a play, the orchestral score should work on its own without the
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Bayreuth Opera House

-official name, Richard Wagner Festspielhaus

-opera house that was conceived by Wagner and built
to perform his operas

-primarily funded by King Ludwig Il of Bavaria

-opened for the premier of Der Ring des Nibelungen




Watch Bayreuth Festspielhaus Behind the Scenes now:

https://youtu.be/kY8zGYeS VW5
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https://youtu.be/kY8zGYe5W5g
https://youtu.be/kY8zGYe5W5g

Important Features of Wagner’s Opera House

Featured continental seating
-wedge shape
-no boxes
=every seat was equal and had an
uninterrupted view of the stage
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Der Ring des Nibelungen/The Nibelung's Ring

Series of 4 Operas by VWagner:
Das Rheingold

Die Walkiire
Siegfried 3-5 hours each in length

Gotterdammerun T |6 |7 hours total

‘# 4?‘.
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The Ring - Story

Story, libretto, and music written by VWagner

Inspired by German and Norse Legends




Read a synopsis of Wagner’s Ring Cycle here now:

umich.edu/~umfandsf/symbolismproject/symbolism.html/
Teutonic_ Mythology/ringsum.html




Leitmotif - “reoccurring musical theme, associated within
a particular piece of music with a particular person, place or idea’
that is “characterized by a single harmonic or rhythmic trait”

’

-A Leitmotif is representative of narrative

-It is a brief musical figure that is capable of growth, development,
and transformation
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Watch this brief introduction to Leitmotifs in
Wagner’s Ring here:

https://youtu.be/y]3sAW-7vm0



https://youtu.be/yJ3sAW-7vm0
https://youtu.be/yJ3sAW-7vm0

The Ride of the Valkyries

from Act lll of Die Walklire

-features the Valkyrie Leitmotif

-Valkyries have gathered to take fallen heroes to Valhalla




Watch Ride of the Valkyries video here now:



https://youtu.be/uOk_lqPlXQE
https://youtu.be/uOk_lqPlXQE

